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Part Two 

Section One 

Sporting manuscripts in local collections held in Greater 

Manchester 
 

2.1.1 

GREATER MANCHESTER 

The Greater Manchester Record Office 

Wilton Estate Papers: Correspondence relating to leases for golf clubs and 

bowling greens, early 20th century. E4/99/124, E4/101/65 

Middleton Angling Society: Records, 1885–1970. G14 

 

2.1.2 

BOLTON 

Bolton Metropolitan Borough Archives, 

Bolton Cricket Club: Records, including minutes, 1933–42, cuttings, 

1875–1973, scoring books, 1913–59. FZ/11 

Bolton Cricket Club: Photographs, 1899–1939. ZZ/193 

Bolton Municipal Officers‟ Rifle Club: Minutes, accounts, certificates, plans, 

correspondence and miscellanea, 1909–1916. FZ/1 

Bolton Rugby Football Club: Minutes 1904–1909. ZZ/243 

Bolton Swimming Club: Minutes, 1896–1969. FZ/8 

Bolton United Harriers and Athletic Club: Subscriptions, booklets, financial records, 

1927–1964. FZ/9 

Bolton Wanderers Football Club: Season tickets, 1946–1977. ZZ/81 

Bolton Wanderers Football Club, Burnden Park: Disaster Relief funds, minutes, 

correspondence and case files, 1946–1959 (access restricted). ABZ/1 x 42 

Bolton Playing Fields Association: Minutes and correspondence, 1927–39. 

Bolton Amateur Football Combination: Records, 1926–1985. 

Bolton Cricket Club: Records, 1896–1984. 

Bolton Referees Society: Records, 1939–90. FZ 37 

Walkden, Farnworth & District Sunday School Darts League: Minutes, 1948–77. 

FZ/27 



Bolton Barracuda Swimming Club: Minutes, 1970–84. FZ/28 

Bolton & District Amateur Football: Records, including minutes, 1926–85, ledger, 

1927–47. FZ/32 

Bolton Amateur Football Combination: additional records, 1909–64 (FZ/32) 

 

2.1.3 

BURY 

Bury Archive Service 

Radcliffe Cricket Club: Minutes, 1907–12; accounts 1932–1945; fixture lists, 1969–

74; score books, 1949–74; miscellaneous correspondence.  

Bury County Borough, Physical Training Sub­Committee: Minutes, 1938–39. T2269 

Bury County Borough, Baths Committee: Minutes, 1876–1974. T267 etc 

Bury County Borough, Sport and Physical Recreation: Minutes, 1962–73. T1757 

Bury County Borough, Recreation and Cemetery: Minutes, 1876–1962, T910 

Bury County Borough, Baths Committee: Correspondence, 1906–48. T394, 398 

Bury County Borough, Recreation and Cemetery: Correspondence, 1894–1948. 

T410, 1265 

Bury County Borough, Physical Fitness Act/PT & Recreation Act, 1937,1937–42. 

T412 

Bury County Borough, Bradley Bowling Cup: Correspondence, 1935–48. T356 

Bury County Borough, Goodwill Bowling Cup: Correspondence, 1943–48. T398 

Bury County Borough, Jones Victory Bowling Cup: Correspondence, 1945–48. 

T398 

Bury County Borough, Hoyle Playing Field: Plans, fund-raising, opening, 1932–34. 

T398, 796 

Bury County Borough, Clarence Lido: plans, fund­raising, opening, 1967. T398 

Bury County Borough, King George‟s Field: Appropriation for gas plant, 1936–49. 

T471 

Bury County Borough, baths equipment: Correspondence, contracts, 1937–48. T423 

Bury & Elton Amateur Swimming Club: Correspondence re use of baths, 1912–31. 

T796 

Bury Football Club: articles of association, 1897. T398 

Bury Football Club: mayor‟s meeting re finance, 1913. T796 consisting of plans, 

including designs for corporation facilities, school playing field plans, specifications 

and tenders, 1966–71. T1348 Bury County Borough, Surveyor‟s Department: 

Records, and deposited building regulation plans covering both corporation and 

private sports facilities, Bury Cricket Club pavilion, 1897. T2237 

Bury County Borough, Surveyor‟s Department, Bury Golf Club pavilion:Plans, 

records, 1902. T2245 

Bury County Borough, Surveyor‟s Department, Bury Football Club grandstands: 

Plans, records, 1924. T2372 

Bury County Borough, Baths Department: Complaints book, 1887. T172 

Bury County Borough, Baths Department: Income and wages books, 1897–1972. 

T72 

Prestwich Borough: Correspondence re proposed swimming baths, 1935–67. T189 

Prestwich Borough: Correspondence re annual sports day and gymkhana, 1950–73. 

T505 

Prestwich Borough Playing Field land purchases: Correspondence re Sedgley Park, 

1925–28. T828; Polefield bowling green, nd. T12544; Ostrich Lane, 1937. T1241; 



Heys, 1930–33. T1290; Prestwich Golf Co, land zoning and purchase, 1933–37. 

T756 

Prestwich Cricket Club, dispute re sewer, 1933. T1245 

Tottington Urban District, Coronation Cricket Competition: File, 1953–54 

Royd Street playing fields, War Memorial: Plans, estimates, copy minutes, 1920. 

T1464 

Laurel Street: Proposed playing field:Plans, nd. T1546  

Radcliffe Cricket Club pavilion: Plan and. T1524 

Radcliffe Borough, public baths: Plan, 1963. T1525 

Ramsbottom Urban District,  

Lancashire County Council Sports Facilities: Town clerk‟s files, circulars, 

questionnaire 1965–70. T1364 

Ramsbottom Urban District Swimming Baths: Correspondence, estimates, plans, 

1908–73. T1095 

Ramsbottom Urban District playing fields: Town clerk‟s files,Ashworth memorial, 

Summerseat, Tag Wood and Peel Brow, 1924–70. T1095; Holcombe Brook, 1960–

70. T1364 

Ramsbottom Urban District, Nuttall Park: Town Clerk‟s files re sports pavilion, 

tennis, bowling, athletics, facilities, 1928–70. T1364 

Stand Grammar School: games sub­committee minutes, 1917–25. SSG/9/5; boys‟ 

games sub­committee minutes, 1919–35. SSG/9/6; house committee minutes, 1937–

75. SSG/9/7–9; photographs of sports teams, 1918–64. SSG/ 12/3; Old Standians FC 

jubilee brochure, 1972. SSG/15/6 

Woodcock & Sons of Bury, Solicitors: papers of Samuel Woodcock junior as 

treasurer of Bury Cricket Club, inc membership lists, copy lease of field, loose 

accounts, match tickets, etc, c1857–70. BWO 

John Grundy of Bury, Bury Sports Club (tennis section): cash book, annual accounts, 

new member lists, rules, 1913–48. FMX/2 

Stand Lane Independent (URC) 

Church, Hockey Club: Minutes, 1930–34. CSI/36/1 

Rowlands Wesleyan Methodist Church, Tennis and Bowling Club: Minutes, 1936–

70. CRL/T1273 

Bury and District Amateur Football League: Minutes, 1940–64. T285/RAF 

Bury Athletics Club: Minutes, 1958– 66; accounts, 1908–48; constitution and rules, 

1969; secretary‟s correspondence, 1966–70; photographs, c1908–1966; 

newscuttings, 1942–67. RBA 

Bury Cricket Club: Minutes, 1922–56; score books, 1851–84; photographs, 1862–

1945; miscellaneous secretary‟s papers, 1946–62. RBC  

Prestwich Cricket, Tennis and Bowling Club: Minutes, 1900–65; subscription and 

membership books, 1895–1966; accounts and annual reports, 1910–1976; MS and 

printed histories, 1935–73; photographs, 1892–1959; miscellaneous officers‟ 

correspondence and other papers, 1884–1974; plan of ground, 1967. RPC 

Bury Angling Association and Elton Sailing Club: Minutes, 1894–1990; 

membership and visitors books, 1891–1967; accounts, 1883–1956. RAA 

 

Bury Library 

Radcliffe Races: Race Card, 1949, plan of race course R29.3 (p) 

Radcliffe and Pilkington Bowling Club: Visitors‟ book, 1873–1959. R29.4 

BOW 

Greenmount Cricket Club: Photograph of team, 1905 F29.2 (R) 



Bury Angling Association: Records, including minutes 1971–90, correspondence, 

rules, 1858. A29.61 (P) 

Bury Golf Club: Fixture card, 1911. 29.4 (P) 

Bury Ladies Hockey Club: Fixture list, 1922–3. A29.4 (P) 

Irwell Forge Cricket Club: Members‟ admission book, 1936–38. 

Elton Sailing Club: Records, 1883–1990. 

 

2.1.4 

MANCHESTER 

Local Studies Unit Archives, Central Library 

Lord Simon‟s papers on athletics at Manchester University, 1937–1939. M11/2/4 

Mersey Archery: Rules, 1821. C17/3/90/1 

Programmes of Athletics Meeting at the Royal Pomona Palace, Cornbrook, 

Manchester 1877. M68/4/5/1–3 

Zion Congregational Church Badminton Club: Minutes, 1929–1959. M187 

Withington Congregational Church Badminton Club: Minutes, 1931–1939. M216 

Cheetham Hill Bowling Society: Minutes, accounts, rules 1812–1832. MS/797.9M1 

Didsbury Bowling Green: Accounts, 1793–1796. M62/1/2 (pages 189, 190, 256) 

Hoo Green Bowling Club, Cheshire: Members and subscriptions, 1769 MISC/179 

Plymouth Grove Recreation Bowling Club: Minutes, 1920–1936. MISC/815 

Saville Street, Sunday School Cricket Club: Membership card and fixtures. 

M83/2/8/21 

St Paul‟s Bennett Street Cricket and Tennis Club: Fixture List, 1930–32. 

M330/1/34/1–4 

Disaster at Bolton Ground, 1946. M29 File 23L 

Correspondence of C. W. Provis, Auctioneers, regarding land at Stretford occupied 

by Manchester United Football Club, 1927–1933. M106 Regulations and fixtures for 

inter­club golf competition, 1921–1922. 010/4/1, 2 

Royal Institute of Chemists: Manchester and District Section Golfing Society, 

Minutes, 1935–1939. M90/3/1 

Notes about the sale of tickets for Knutsford Races 1838. C6/2 

Return list of Oldham Races, 1852. L29 

Deeds of part of Manchester Race Course, 1869. M31/13 

Manchester Race Course Association: Minutes, 1867–18125. Misc./460 

„The Cheshire Hunt‟, 1879. M38/4/2/25 

Didsbury Archers and Hunters: Accounts, 1792–1793. M62/1/2 (pages 

54, 184, 256) 

St Andrews Rugby Football Club: Rules, accounts, 1887–1894. M45/6/2 

Manchester Athenaeum Rifle Club: Minutes, 1914–1919. M2/8/5 

Ashton on Mersey and Sale Skating Ring 1877–1880: References in Diaries of Clara 

Alcock. C21/2/2 

Urmston Rifle Club: Rules and Programme, 1920. M177/17 

Withington Congregational Church Lawn Tennis Club: Minutes, accounts, 1924–

1941. M216 

Macfadyen Congregational Church Tennis Club: AnnualReports, accounts, 1946–

1951. M186/6/15/1–8 

Manchester and Salford Playing Fields Society: Melland Field Committee: 

Minutes, 1908–1913. MS 796 M16 

Copy of James I declaration of Sports August, 1617. MSf 347.96/M2 

Photographs: Sports at St. Moritz, 1914. M38/4/2/60 



Corpus Christi College, Cambridge Rugby Team 1910. M266/21/15 

National Clarion Cycling Club: Records, 1900–1968. O16 

Ardwick Bicycle Club: Records, 1885–1915. 

Chorlton cum Hardy Cricket Club: minutes, cash books, score books and other 

records 1914–1989 (M730) 

Crumpsall Park Mens Bowling Club: accounts and other records c1960–1989 

(M729) 

M2002 Ltd, Commonwealth Games management organisation: records c1998–2002 

(M678)  

Manchester City Council Commonwealth Games Unit: minutes, committee reports 

and functional area files c1990–2002 (Acc. 2002/24)  

Whalley Range Amateur Football Club (addnl): minutes, accounts and corresp 

1959–2001 

Manchester Fellowship Ramblers‟ Club: additional records 

 

2.1.5 

ROCHDALE 

Heywood Area Central Library 

Heywood Cricket Club Press cuttings, 

18851940‟s. 

Rochdale Local Studies Library 

Castlemere United Free Church Association Football Club: Rules and 

regulations, 1910. R79–78348 H549 

Littleborough Subscription Billiard Club: Minutes, 1869–93 (photocopy). 

R78–70075 X228 

Wilbuts Lane Football Ground: Lease. X211 

 

2.1.6 

SALFORD 

Salford City Archives 

Winton Harriers Athletic Club: Minutes, fixtures lists, programmes, 

etc, 1913–1974. U9 

Swinton Sports and Athletic Club: Minutes, accounts, correspondence, 

etc, 1938–1974. U10 

Walkden and District Amateur Cricket League: Minutes, rules, etc, 1907– 

1948. U19 

Salford Friendly Anglers‟ Society: Minutes, rules, correspondence, prints, cuttings, 

posters, weights, books, 1819–1963. U97 

Ramblers‟ Angling Society, Salford: Rules and accounts, 1908–1919. U101 

Adelphi Lads‟ Club: Minutes, correspondence, registers, 1888–1988. 

U129 

Adelphi Lads‟ Old Boys‟ Association: Minutes and accounts, 1920–1954. U130 

Irlam and Cadishead Athletic Football Club: League tables, registers of players, 

1952–1977. U163 

Seedley Park Bowling Club: Minutes, accounts, programmes, 1901–1960. U182 

Eccles Amateur Swimming Club: Minutes, 1911–14. U307 

Eccles Amateur Rugby League Football Club: Programmes, etc, 1979–87. U315 

Dean Rovers Rugby Football Club, Swinton: Minutes, etc, 1911–14. U316 



Manchester Racecourse Co Ltd: Minutes, etc, 1880–1902, 1915–16, 1919–27. The 

racecourse was situated in Salford although meetings of the directors and general 

meetings of the Company took place in Manchester. U322 

Parish Hall Billiards Club, Clifton (adjoining Swinton and Pendlebury): Minutes, 

etc, 1927–33. U338 

 

2.1.7 

STOCKPORT 

Stockport Central Library 

Stockport Borough Baths and Washouses: Committee papers, financial records, staff 

records, school attendance records, etc, 1884–1964. 

Stockport Races: Subscriptions lists, 1763–1766. 

Stockport County Anglers Association: Minutes, 1893–1934. 

Stockport Amateur Rugby League Club: Records, 1980s. D1614 

Stockport County Anglers‟ Association: Minute books, 1893–1934. D1677 

North Cheshire Wildfowler, later Cheshire Shooting Syndicate: Misc papers, 1957–

58. D1730 

Stockport Amateur Rugby League Club: ledger of players, results, etc, 1982–85 

(D1737) 

 

2.1.8 

TAMESIDE 

Tameside Local Studies Department 

Dukinfield Rugby Club: Minutes, 1932–1965. 

Astley Bowling and Billiard Club: Minutes, 1893–1905, miscellaneous papers. 

DD37 

Scrapbook belonging to Mr. Jack Cropper of Droylsden­ a teacher, includes 

photographs, fixture cards, news cuttings relating to Droylsden Corinthians Football 

Club. DD59/1 

Hyde Seals (swimming) Club: Records, 1901–1979. DD6 

Stayley Hunt: Minutes, miscellaneous items, 1869–1904. DD96 

Several tape recordings and photographs relating to various sports are 

also deposited in the Local History Library.  

Ashton Trafalgar Cricket Club: records, 1912–34 (2503) 

Hyde United Supporters Club: records 1960–95 (Acc 2712)  

Denton and District Cricket League records 1970–95 (Acc 2624)  

 

2.1.9 

TRAFFORD 

Altrincham Library  

Stamford Bowling Club: Minutes, 1901–48; members‟ and visitors‟ book, 

1892–1973. 

Timperly Cricket, Lawn Tennis and Hockey Club: Minutes, 1927–1947. 

 

2.1.10 

WIGAN 

Wigan Archives Service 

Tyldesley Swimming Club: Minute books, accounts, 1876–1975. D/DS 16 

St Mary‟s Cricket Club, Leigh: Photograph, c.1895. 

Leigh RLFC v Australians 1921: Photographs. 



Wigan Athletic Association FC: Appeal for funds, n.d. MMP25/22 

Programme Wigan AAFC v Macclesfield Town, 1939. 

MMP25/302. 

Tyldesley Cricket and Tennis Club: Minute books, members lists, league 

tables, etc, 1877–1899. 

Leigh Harriers and Athletic Club: records and photographs 1920–90 (D/DS)  

 

Artefacts 

Finally, there is the built environment which was the subject of a detailed, in-depth 

study by Heritage Consultants on behalf of English Heritage reported in 200?. A spin 

off of this project is S. Inglis Played in Manchester (2005). The full (unpublished) 

report submitted to English Heritage contains many aerial photographs of historic 

sporting venues in and around Manchester, and photographs of physical remains 

such as the once innovate turnstile at Belle Vue Dog Track and the Cantilever Grand 

stand at Manchester Race Course.  

 



Part Two 

Section Two 

Bibliography of secondary publications on the history of 

Greater Manchester Sport 
 

2.2.1 

GENERAL 

Allan, K., „The Recreations and Amusements of the Industrial Working Classes in 

the Second Quarter of the Nineteenth Century with Particular Reference to 

Lancashire‟, M.A. thesis, University of Manchester, 1947. 

Bowker, D., „Aspects of Municipal Leisure in South East Lancashire, 1991–1939‟, 

M. Phil. thesis, University of Lancaster, 1992. 

Farrer, W. and Brownbill, J., The Victoria History of the Counties of England: 

Lancashire. Vol. II pp. 467–506: Sport, Ancient and Modern) (London: Constable, 

1908). 

Hill, D. J., „The Growth of Working Class Sport in Lancashire, 1870–1914‟, M.A. 

thesis, University of Lancaster, 1975. 

Smith, M. B., „The Growth and Development of Popular Entertainment and Pastimes 

in Lancashire Cotton Towns, 1830–70‟, M.Litt. thesis, University of Lancaster, 

1970. 

Speake, M., „The Social Anatomy of Participation in Sport in Lancashire in Early 

Victorian England‟, in J. A. Mangan (ed.), Proceedings of the XI HISPA Congress, 

Glasgow (July 1985), pp. 91–100. 

Tait, J., „The Declaration of Sports for Lancashire (1617)‟, English Historical 

Review, 32 (1917), 561–568. 

 

2.2.2 

ARCHERY 
Rowbotham, H., „Lancashire Archery in the Eighteenth Century‟, British Archer, 15 

(1963–4). 

 

2.2.3 

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL 

Farnworth, N., Sunday Fever: A History of the Lancashire Evening Post Sunday 

League (Preston: The Lancashire Evening Post, 1979). 

Lewis, R. W., „The Development of Professional Football in Lancashire, 1878–

1894‟, Ph.D thesis, University of Lancashire, 1994. 

Mellor, G., „Post-War Lancastrian Football Heroes: Finney, Lofthouse and Douglas‟, 

North West Labour History, 24 (1999/2000), 44–54. 

Prose, B. W., „The Control and Accommodation of Lancashire Football Crowds, 

1885–1914‟, M.A. thesis, University of Manchester, 1981. 

Sutcliffe, C. E. and Hargreaves, F., History of the Lancashire Football Association, 

1878–1928 (Blackburn: Toulmin, 1928), 280pp. 

 

2.2.4 

CRICKET   
 „100 Years Ago, 1902: A Season of Uncertainty‟, Lancashire Cricket Yearbook, 

(2002), 196–199. 



 „50 Years Ago, 1902: Missed Catches Prove Costly‟, Lancashire Cricket Yearbook, 

(2002), 200–203. 

Addison, V., Lancashire Cricket at the Top (London: Stanley Paul, 1971), 128pp. 

Ambrose, D., „Lancashire 2nd XI Championship 1959–90‟, Cricket Statistician, 75 

(Autumn 1991) 18–19. 

Ashley-Cooper, F. S., Lancashire Cricket and Cricketers: The Lancashire Team in 

1897, Together with a Synopsis of Lancashire Cricket Since the Formation of the 

County Club in 1864 (1898), 16pp. 

Ashley-Cooper, F. S., Lancashire v. Yorkshire at the Wicket, 1849–1923 

(Northampton: Lea and Co., 1923), 15pp. 

Bearshaw, B., From the Stretford End The Official History of Lancashire County 

Cricket Club (London: Partridge, 1990), 410pp. 

Brooke, R. W., A Who’s Who of Lancashire County Cricket Club, 1865–1990 

(Derby: Breedon Books, 1991), 251pp. 

Cardus, N., The Roses Matches, 1919–39 (London: Souvenir Press, 1982), 520pp. 

Cook, R. F. W. (comp.), Lancashire C.C.C. v. Yorkshire C.C.C., 1849–1964 (Leeds: 

The Compiler, 1965), 12pp. 

Edmunson, D., See The Conquering Hero. The Story of the Lancashire League, 
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Hayes, D., The Wars of the Roses: A History of Lancashire v Yorkshire Cricket 

Matches (Manchester: Parrs Wood, 2000), 248pp. 

Haynes, D. P., Lancashire Cricket Greats: 57 Years of the Best Cricketers for 
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Hayes, D. P., Lancashire Cricketing Legends Since 1946 (Stroud: Sutton Publishing, 
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