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The Talbot Library

In 1847 the Jesuits employed Joseph Aloysius Hansom
(1803-1882), the inventor of the patent safety cab, the
‘Hansom cab’, to design a combined chapel and school for
their new mission on a green field site overlooking the
river Ribble near the Ashton area of Preston. He also
designed for them their new Church of St.Walburge
nearby — its spire, at 305 feet, is reputed to be the second
tallest in the country and now serves as a pointer to the
location of the Library — and with its opening the original
building became a full-time school.

This school served many generations of Prestonians but in the
1980s the movement of population, allied to vacancies in
better school buildings, caused its closure. By then the Jesuits
had also left the parish, and the Diocese of Lancaster had
taken over responsibility for the school and church. Han-
som’s church had by now become a Grade 2* listed building.
The Bishop of Lancaster, the Right Reverend John Brewer,
had to decide on the church’s possible future usage, and it was
largely on his initiative that it became the home of the Talbot
Library. Talbot had been a generous supporter of the original
Jesuit mission, and as his name with the date, ‘ 1849, appears
on the facade of the church, the Library retained his name.

By 1992 St.Walburge’s had been re-furbished, shelving in-
stalled, and suitable heating and lighting had been arranged.
On 14 May in that year the Library was blessed by Bishop
Brewer and officially opened by the Rt. Hon. Sir Simon
Towneley, then Lord Lieutenant of Lancashire, when he
unveiled a commemorative plaque.
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Bishop Brewer, on his visitation of parishes in his Diocese,
which covers the area north of the river Ribble to Carlisle,
became aware that many presbyteries contained small collec-
tions of books, some of longstanding, which deserved to be
saved and made more generally available to the public at
large. Notable among these were the collections at
Fernyhalgh Chapel, Preston, and St.Peter’s, Lytham.

Fernyhalgh Collection

The Fernyhalgh Collection was an accumulation of books left
there by pastors over many years. Early books dating from the
sixteenth century are mainly of a liturgieal or theological
nature, including Postilla sive exposito epistolarum et
evangeliorum (Lyons, Stephanius, 1500), A Treatise of three
Conversions of England by Robert Persons, published (prob-
ably at St.Omer) in 1603, and Promptuarium morale by
Thomas Stapleton (Antwerp, Plantin, 1591). The following
centuries are represented by books of spirituality, history, and
Latin and French grammar, and include copies of The English
Martyrologe (1608), The Causes of the Decay of Christian
Piety (London, 1671), and Archaeologiae Graecae by John
Potter (Oxford, 1697). This collection has been kept together
as a unit in the Library and each book has its own date on the
spine.

St. Peter’s, Lytham

The collection at St.Peter’s belonged mainly to a Canon
Taylor who purchased the books of his days — the end of the
nineteenth century. Unfortunately little is known of Canon
Taylor and he merits further research. Side by side with
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theology and scripture was a collection of Victorian novels
and bound copies of such periodicals as The Tablet, Antidote,
The Irish Ecclestical Record,. The Orthodox Journal, The
Lamp, The Catholic Magazine and Dolman’s Magazine.

Many other parish churches and presbyteries throughout
Lancashire and Cumbria contributed volumes which fitted
into collections already begun in the Library, and collections
continue to come in from closed convents, re-furbished
presbyteries or the death of priests. Inevitably there was a
great deal of duplication — but every collection yielded one
or two treasures, which made the travelling (by the librarian)
worthwhile. The problem of duplicates has been solved by
finding outlets in Bosnia, Poland, Romania, Lithuania, Ni-
geria and Indonesia, and by contributing to parish libraries.
The lesson of this initiative is that a great deal of valuable
book and other material still lies undiscovered in attics and
presbytery and convent libraries. When found and inserted
into existing collections, or perhaps forming new collections,
much of this material fills gaps and takes on a new value as
well as opening new lines of research.

Shrewsbury Diocesan Collection

By far the largest collection to come to the Talbot Library is
the Shrewsbury Diocesan Collection, which is on permanent
loan. It was originally housed in the Council House, the home
of the Roman Catholic Bishops of Shrewsbury, and had been
collected mainly by Bishop Ambrose Moriarty (Bishop 1934-
49), who was born in Stockport. The movement of the Dioc-
esan Centre to Birkenhead in 1982 left the collection without
apermanent home, and Bishop Joseph Gray agreed to give it
on permanent loan to the Talbot Library so that it could be
available to the public. It is an invaluable collection, particu-
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larly strong in nineteenth century material, and includes such
items as the Tracts of the Times series, the works of Bernard
and Wilfrid Ward, Chadwick’s The Victorian Church, Reli-
gion in Victorian Britain by Moore, and a good collection
relating to the Oxford Movement. Bishop Moriarty had an
eye for good bindings and there are many fine bindings in the
collection, including Gibbon’s The Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire (1887), a Horae Diurnal (Pustet, Ratisbon,
1898), Pontificale Romanum, 3 volumes (Dessian, 1873),
and Burchard’s Diarium, also in 3 volumes (Paris, 1883).

Two collections which have been acquired since 1992 de-
serve special mention. Frank Laughlin of Crosby was a
founder member of the Chesterton Society and produced, for
many years, a quarterly news-sheet for Chesterton fans. He
had put together a wonderful collection relating to
G.K.Chesterton (1874-1936), who became a Roman Catholic
in 1922, and also of Hilare Belloc (1870-1953), the author of
Essays ofa Catholic layman in England (1931), whose novels
were illustrated by his friend Chesterton. On Laughlin’s
death his family generously donated his collection to the
Library, together with collections relating to Maurice Baring
(1874-1945), who was also a convert to Roman Catholicism,
and to R.A.Knox (1888-1957) whose father was Bishop of
Manchester (1903-1921). Knox was received into the Roman
Catholic Church in 1917 and was later ordained.

The other collection to mention is that of Leslie Brooks, of
Fleet, Hampshire, who died last year. He was an architect
with alifelong interest in ancestry and in the great houses and
churches of Britain. He lectured widely and amassed a large
collection of booklets and notes, as well as his book material,
on the English Catholic heritage. He was the founder of
English Catholic Ancestry, now known as The English
Catholic History Society. Leslie donated his whole collection



to the Talbot Library.

Side by side with the building up of collections the Library
has been developed along historical lines, attempting to docu-
ment the social, religious and working life of the people of the
north. While the theological, scriptural, philosophical and
liturgical collections are organised to help students, there is
an underlying policy of retaining all books which documen*

the history of particular disciplines. While the emphasis is

obviously on Catholic studies, the other churches as well as
Judaism and eastern religions are represented. Local studies
with an emphasis on the history of parishes and churches also
have an important place in the policy of the Director.

Special mention must be given to a Library of Irish Studies,
a library within a Library. This was brought from Ireland by
the Director and covers History and Topography, Literature,
Religion and Music. It is possibly the best collection of Irish
studies available in the North and contains a number of scarce
andrare items. These range from A Sketch of the history of two
Acts of the Irish Parliament (London, 1778), Arthur Young’s
A Tour in Ireland (Dublin, 1780), The Life of the Reverend
Arthur O ‘Leary by Thomas R.England (London, 1822), The
Beauties of Ireland by J.N.Brewer (1825), and The Ecclesias-
tical Architecture of Ireland by George Petrie, second edition
(Dublin, 1865), to The Land war in Ireland by Wilfrid
Scawen Blunt (1922). Of particular interest is a copy of The
Substance of additional observations ... of the Roman Catho-
lics of Ireland by Sir J.C.Hippisley (London, 1806), which
though printed was never officially published.
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The main collections now available to the public are: Philoso-
phy, Scripture, Theology, Hagiography, Patrology, Spiritual-
ity, Social Teaching, Catechetics, Liturgy, Law, Papacy and
Councils, History (Ecclesiastical and Secular), Local Stud-
ies, Biography, Music, France, United States, Russia, Spain,
Italy, Latin and Greek, Homiletics and Women’s Studies.

The Talbot Library is a service offered by the Diocese of
Lancaster to University students, researchers and those of the
general public interested in their roots. There is a concern in
the Church for the preservation of our heritage. Indeed, one of
the Roman Catholic Commissions is devoted to that task and
has already issued a number of guideline documents. There is
a growing awareness of the dangers of a rootless society. We
hope that the Talbot Library and other such initiatives will
make some contribution to an appreciation of the value and
richness of our roots.

The budget available is very small and consequently funds do
not allow the Library to pay a full-time professional, so staff
organisation of the holdings is slow. The Library is fortunate
in having a number of unpaid volunteers and is most grateful
for the generosity of many people who have given books and
money. Nevertheless progress is being made on computerisa-
tion and the staff available are glad to help. Already some
collections have been catalogued and a back-up card system
is being developed for those who spurn computers.

The Library’s address is: The Talbot Library, St. Walburge's,
Weston Street, Preston, Lancs, PR2 2QE, telephone 01772-
760186. The Library is normally open 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Monday to Friday. Please address postal enquiries to the
Librarian, Fr. Robert Canavan. Photocopying facilities are
available.
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