ELIZABETH GASKELL AND MANCHESTER:

IDENTITY, CULTURE AND THE MODERN CITY

Manchester Centre for Regional History

Manchester Metropolitan University

A CONFERENCE TO BE HELD ON 19/20/21 July 2005

Call for Papers
Elizabeth Gaskell is the most important of the nineteenth century novelists of industrial society. She is Manchester’s most significant literary figure, and her works are a reminder of the nineteenth century city’s status as a cultural (and cosmopolitan) centre of international significance, also eminent in visual, dramatic and musical arts. Gaskell’s writings are an entry, too, into the broader social problems of industrialisation and an urban revolution that was to spread around the globe.  Although she chose a number of themes in her writing it is the industrial texts that are the intended focus here.  The aim is also to encourage papers that take a broader interpretation of the conference title.

Gaskell’s era was of considerable intellectual importance in the making of the modern world.  In seeking papers which explore the broader intellectual and cultural context and significance of Gaskell and her era, this conference will take her literary legacy as a jumping off point for the consideration of cultural pasts and presents, for example, the construction of place identities and notions of cultural regeneration.

Contributions which are comparative or interdisciplinary in nature or which address other aspects of the conference theme are welcome, as are exhibitions and multi-media presentations.

Possible themes for papers include but are not limited to the following:

· Gaskell and other nineteenth-century literary figures and movements
· Manchester’s cultural and literary significance before and beyond the nineteenth century
· Literary representations of the industrial north-west
· Sense of place in the changing city: the social and the built environment
· Rewriting the post-industrial (and postmodern) city
· Insiders and outsiders: migrant cultures and urban identities
· Official and unofficial narratives of the city
Send abstracts of papers (200-400 words) or suggestions for panels on particular themes and topics to Dr Craig Horner, Administrator, MCRH, Department of History and Economic History, MMU, Geoffrey Manton Building. Rosamond St. West, Manchester M15 6LL, UK.

c.horner@mmu.ac.uk

www.mcrh.mmu.ac.uk/gaskell

Deadline for submission, 30th September 2004

Please note that paper presenters will still need to register for the conference and pay the registration fee.
